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other animal rescue group ﬁrst. There are many wonderful
puppies and dogs out there looking for new homes.
But if you can’t ﬁnd the right dog for you, or
have your heart set on a speciﬁc breed,
you’ll need to ﬁnd a good breeder.
Here’s how to go about it.

Follow our Smart Puppy Buyer’s Guide and
you’ll be on the right track to taking home a
healthy, well-adjusted puppy and helping to
prevent the sale of puppies from puppy mills
or irresponsible breeders.
Healthy puppies come from breeders who:
1.

Plan ahead and aim to ﬁnd good homes for every puppy
they breed

2.

Provide a high standard of care and living conditions for
all their dogs

3.

Are genuinely concerned about the welfare of their dogs

4.

Are open to questions and provide a complete history
of the puppy

5.

Make sure that you will suit the puppy and the puppy
will suit you

6.

Breed to produce happy, healthy pets, free from known
genetic disorders

7.

Provide ongoing support and information to new owners

8.

Provide a guarantee

9.

Provide references on request

10. Meet all their legal requirements

Finding a good breeder means asking these
important questions:
1. Did the breeder plan ahead for this litter?
A responsible dog breeder plans each pregnancy and knows
that there is enough demand for their puppies to ensure they
will all go to good homes.
Ask the breeder if this pregnancy was planned, how many
litters the mother has already had (six should be the maximum
over her whole life), and what they will do with any unsold
puppies (a good breeder will hang on to them until the right
home can be found).

2. Are you impressed with the standard of
care and living conditions of the dogs?
It’s really important that you visit the puppy in the place where
it was born and meet its mum (and dad too, if he’s around).
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for the puppies and adult dogs to move around and exercise
and there are things for the pups to chew on and play with.
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breeder will provide information on how to feed your
puppy before you take it home.
@ 5-$%176+($.6+&+(&-5914/,0*$0'8$&&,0$6,105$0'
what documents will come home with your puppy. A good
breeder will make sure all puppies have a full veterinary
health check and are microchipped, vaccinated and treated
for worms and ﬂeas before they are sold, and will provide
you with records of these treatments.
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behave – are they friendly with people and other dogs?
A good breeder will make sure the puppies and breeding
dogs are friendly and well- socialised.
If the breeder is reluctant for you to visit, or wants you to
meet the puppy in another place, ﬁnd another breeder. Puppy
farms will often use a house as a ‘shop front’ so you don’t get
to see the poor conditions they breed dogs in. Don’t buy a
puppy from a pet shop or through an internet or newspaper
advertisement without being able to visit its home, as you can’t
check out the conditions in which the puppy was bred or know
where it came from.

PUPPY FARMS
A puppy mill or puppy farm is a mass-production
facility that breeds puppies for proﬁt. The puppies
and their mothers are often kept in very poor
conditions. Breeding animals may be continually
mated and kept with their puppies in cages
and never allowed out to exercise, play, have
companionship or even go to the toilet. Puppies
born in puppy farms often have long-term health
and behavioural problems as a result of poor
housing conditions, poor maternal nutrition and
a lack of adequate socialisation during the crucial
ﬁrst few weeks of life.

3. Is the breeder genuinely concerned about
the welfare of their dogs?
Good breeders want the best for all their animals, from new
puppies to retired breeding dogs. They take steps to ensure this
by providing detailed advice to new owners about how to care
for their puppy, and don’t have old breeding dogs put down
because they’re no longer productive.
@ 5-6+(%4(('(49+$6+$22(05616+(,44(6,4('%4((',0*
animals – are they kept or rehomed?
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the breeder’s view on tail docking? (Routine tail docking of
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breeder should provide advice on desexing (unless your
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You should be provided with information on diet, socialisation,
registration and identiﬁcation requirements, and any
medications or vaccinations given or required in the future.

4. Is the breeder open to questions and do they
provide a complete history of the puppy?
Good breeders want to make sure you are well-informed
about your new puppy and will provide information on the
background, size, breed and temperament of his parents.
They are willing to answer questions and allow inspection
of records and paperwork such as registration documents
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reasonable questions probably has something to hide.

5. Does the breeder make sure you will suit
the puppy and the puppy will suit you?
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so both you and the breeder need to be
certain you are making the right decision.
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make sure this is the right puppy for you
and that you’re able to care for it properly.
For example, they might ask:
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in the household
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They should also tell you what to expect from the breed, such
as how suitable it is for families and how much space and
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you are told, you might want to consider another breed.

6. Is your puppy bred to be a pet and free
from known inherited disorders?
Different breeds are predisposed to different inherited disorders
or diseases. Some of these aren’t apparent until later in a dog’s
life but can have devastating consequences. Some breeds also
have exaggerated features that can cause problems, like a
squashed-in face, which makes it hard to breathe, or very short
legs, which can lead to spinal problems.
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disorders or anatomical problems speciﬁc to the breed and will
exclude dogs with problems from breeding. They will be able to
show you copies of veterinary reports and screening tests to
conﬁrm this. They should also breed to minimise any exaggerated
physical traits speciﬁc to the breed that are known to have an
adverse impact on the health and welfare of the dog.

WHY DESEXING IS SO IMPORTANT
Desexing isn’t just about preventing unwanted
pregnancies, it can actually make your dog
healthier and happier.
Desexed dogs:
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and diseases
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such as mounting
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live longer.
Your dog should be desexed at around 5–6 months
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they are desexed.
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being a responsible dog owner and will ensure
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